150            SIR WALTER SCOTT        JET. 38

thing that pretended to distinction, whether from rank
or literature, was in the boxes, and in the pit such, an
aggregate mass of humanity as I tave seldom if ever
witnessed in the same space. It was quite obvious from
the beginning that the cause was to be very fairly tried
before the public, and that if anything went wrong, no
effort, even of your numerous and zealous friends, could
have had much influence in guiding or restraining the
general feeling. Some good-natured persons had been
kind enough to propagate reports of a strong opposition,
which, though I considered them as totally groundless,
did not by any means lessen the extreme anxiety with
which I waited the rise of the curtain. But in a short
time I saw there was no ground whatever for apprehen-
sion, and yet I sat the whole time slaking for fear a
scene-shifter, or a carpenter, or some of the subaltern
actors, should make some blunder, and interrupt the feel-
ing of deep and general interest which soon seized on the
whole pit, box," and gallery, as Mr. Bayes has it.1 The
scene on the rock struck the utmost possible effect into
the audience, and you heard nothing but sobs on all sides.
The banquet scene was equally impressive, and so was
the combat. Of the greater scenes, that between Lorn
and Helen in the castle of Maclean, that between Helen
and her lover, and the examination of Maclean himself
in Argyle's castle, were applauded to the very echo.
Siddons announced the play "for the rest of the week,"
which was received not only with a thunder of applause,
but with cheering and throwing up of hats and handker-
chiefs. Mrs. Siddons supported her part incomparably,
although just recovered from the indisposition mentioned
in my last. Siddons himself played Lorn very well in-
deed, and moved and looked with great spirit. A Mr.
Terry, who promises to he a fine performer, went through
the part of the Old Earl with great taste and effect. For
the rest I cannot say much, excepting that from highest
1 See The Rehearsal.of Sir John Murray of Broughton. (See
